] 70 THE LADIES' FLOWER-GARDEN it is a native of the Pyrenees ; but it is also found wild in Portugal. It is the hardiest of all the kinds of this section, and it grows freely in the gardens near London, without taking up for several years. It was, however, killed in many places by the severe winter of 1837-8. The exact year of its introduction is not known, but it was before 1620, and after 1597, as it is not mentioned by Gerard. It should be grown in a light loamy soil, and sheltered situation ; and it succeeds and looks very well in pots. Its flowers do not appear till May, being a month or six weeks after those of most of the other kinds of Narcissus. Parkinson says of these kinds of Narcissus, " The French and Low Country men do call them Trompettes, that is, trumpets, from the form of the trunke." 3.-NARCISSUS CONSPICUUS, D. Don. THE CONSPICUOUS NARCISSUS. Synonymes Gard. t. 114. Description, The leaves of this plant are very narrow and very long, and the bulb is very small ; but the chief mark of distinction is in the cup of the flower, which is lobed, and in this differs materially from all the other species. It flowers in April. Like the other species, it is a native of the Pyrenees, whence it appears to have been introduced about the same time as N. Bulbocodium, as it is mentioned by Parkinson. It is ratlier tender, and is generally cultivated in pots ; as, though it will grow in the open air in mild seasons, an unfavourable winter will destroy it. The variety only differs in being smaller in all its parts. Mr. Herbert mentions another species, which he calls Corbularia olesa, which is a native of Tangiers, and flowers in March or April. The cup of this species is entire and inflated ; and the leaves are recumbent on the ground. SECTION II.-AJAX, OR DAFFODIL. Sect. Character.-Style thick, straight, subulate, three-furrowed, the filaments ; tube funnel-shaped ; crown nearly cylindrical, longer tripartible ; filaments straight, clustering round the style, adhering to than the tube, equal to or longer than the limb, which is conspicuous ; the lower part of the tube, growing into the back of the anther below capsule sloping ; seed roundish, wrinkled, with a prominent wrinkled the middle ; anthers erect, straight (the point rarely a little curved), raphe and chalaza, W. 2ndcd. v. iii. t. 468 . Specific Character. -Cup the length of the limb ; scape two-edged, striated ; style shorter than the cup ; filaments adnate, close to the base of the tube ; cup sometimes with six lobes, cleft almost regularly, sometimes with none ; limb paler than the cup. fV. Herb. Varieties. -This species varies very much when raised from seed ; the variations consistiug chiefly in the shades of colour between the cup and the limb, and in the greater or less degree of serrature of the cup ; seedlings are also frequently found more or less double. Mr. Herbert states, that he had been "informed by a gentleman, who has paid much attention to the wild Bulbs of Italy, that N. Pseudo-narcissus, in the vicinity of Naples, is oftener found in a wild state with double, than with single flowers." " Such plants," Mr. Herbert adds, "must, I think, be vestiges of ancient horticulture. I am also told that there are many variations of the plant, peculiar to different localities in Italy." The following varieties have been deemed by Mr. Herbert suflBciently distinct to receive names. N. P. 3 festalis, Salis. ; smaller than the species ; the germcn wrinkled when immature. N. P. 4 nobilis. Haw. ; limb spreading ; cup large and irregularly lobed ; scent unpleasant. N. P. 5 Telamonius, Haw.; flowers unusually long. Description, &c. -It is certainly of little use to attempt to describe this flower, for every one knows -the Daffodils That come before the swallow dares, and take The winds of March with beauty. The bell-shaped part is called the cup, and the divisions, which look like a coloured calyx, the limb ; and it is one of the characteristics of this division that the cup is much larger than the limb. The flower-stalk, or scape, is square and succulent, and hollow through nearly all its length, and the leaves are long and flat. The plant will grow in any soil, not too light and dry; and it is often found wild in Britain, though it is somewhat doubtful whether it be really a native, or only " A garden-flower grown wild." It is very common in the woods of Italy, where, as before observed, it is often found with double flowers, wild. It is always found in a loamy soil ; and when grown in gardens, it flowers best, when it is left for several years without removing. It should be planted in autumn. z2 Description, &c. -The shape of these flowers differs very little from that of the common Daffodil, but the colour is very distinct. All the kinds are called Musk Daffodils, but very improperly ; as the scent does not in the least resemble musk, but is rather like that of ginger. The different kinds are all found wild on the Pyrenees, but they have been in cultivation in British gardens for many years. Like the other species, it requires a loamy soil, which should be rather rich. 9.-NARCISSUS MAJOR, Lin. THE GREAT YELLOW SPANISH DAFFODIL. fig. 1 -Tube and limb equal, and much longer than the cup ; limb reflexed. Spathe many-flowered. Flowers drooping, the three alternate stamens much shorter than the others, and with the Description, &c. -There are perhaps few plants that vary more in the flowers than this, as they are often very difierent on the same stalk. They always, however, agree in three of the stamens being so much shorter than the others as not to be perceptible without a very close examination. The limb of the flower is always reflexed, and the cup projecting ; but this is a characteristic of the section or genus Ganymedes, which is named from the cup-bearer of Jove, from its constantly-projecting cup. Like all the plants in this division, this species is very delicate, and requires a warm and sheltered situation, and a light, rich soil : it is a native of Portugal and the South of France. The species differs from the variety in having a twisted stem, whence Parkinson's name of the Turning Jonquil. It may also be observed, that all the species called Jonquil, of which this once was one, are distinguished by their slender, rush-like leaves, whence indeed they take their name ; as it is derived from the Latin word juncifolius, literally rush-leaved. The flower-stalk or scape in all these species has two or three flowers, and the flowers are always drooping. the cup being longer than the latter, and yet not so prominent as in Narcissus triandrus and its near allies. Mr. Herbert, however, considers this species, like the preceding ones, to belong to Ganymedes. It is a native of the South, and, like all the many-flowered Narcissi, it blooms later in the season than the common Dafibdils. There are some other species belonging to this division, but they are rarely seen in British gardens. SECTION IV.-QUELTIA OR MOCK NARCISSUS. Sect. Character Style straight, more or less attenuated ; filaments adhering alternately to the upper part of the tube, straight, affixed to the hack of the anthers below tlie middle ; anthers linear, erect, recnrved, with the margins of the cells meeting behind, above the attachment, but not enveloping the filaments (tube sub -cylindrical, more or less widened, crown shorter than the limb), shorter than the tube, or nearly equal. The limb is more exposed and Specific Character^ -Scape 1 -2-flowcred ; limb about equal to twisted, and the cup more plaited, the tube, cup a little shorter. Limb partly recurved ; cup slightly Description, &c. -This species is one of the most beautiful of all the Narcissi, from the elegant form of its pure white flower, and the graceful manner in which it hangs. It is quite hardy, and yet, though it has been introduced since the time of Parkinson (1629), it is rarely seen in British gardens. The reason seems to be, want of care in its culture, as it is a native of the valleys of the Pyrenees, and it requires a deep, moist soil, like that found in the recesses among the rocks. Herb. In this variety the cup is of the same colour as the limb. N. i. 5griseas ; Narcissus Queltia, G. Don ; Queltia alba. Haw. ; Q. f. 5 grisea. W. Herb. Parkinson describes this species as being of a glistening whitish-grey, with a yellow cup. The double-flowered orange phoenix belongs to this variety. Description, &c. -All these plants have a very unpleasant smell, whence Mr. Herbert proposes to call the species Queltia foetida ; all the varieties are apt to become double, but as they are rather capricious in this respect, varying very much, the double-flowered kinds have not been kept distinct. All the kinds are quite hardy, though natives of Spain and Portugal ; and they have been common in British gardens for more than two centuries. There are many other sub-varieties, which differ in shades of colour, and in being more or less double ; but they are all perfectly hardy, and will grow in any common garden soil. Description, &c. -This species is very distinct : from the cup, instead of being entire, being so deeply cut as to be nearly divided into four separate parts. The flowers are large, and each scape or flower-stalk bears three or more flowers. There appears to have been great doubt among botanists where to place it, as it has been successively called a variety of Narcissm orientalis, one of N. incomparabilis, a kind of Hermione, and a kind of Queltia ; while There are several other varieties, which I have not described because they are very rare. Description, &c. -It would be dilficult to say why Linnaeus named the species " odorus," as it is not more sweet-scented than many other kinds of Narcissus. The variety he named Narcissus Calathinus, from its cup resembling a chalice. The species has generally two or more flowers on a stalk, but the variety is, in most cases, produced singly. Both kinds are quite hardy, and as they will grow in any soil or situation, they are common in gardens. Description, &c. -The species has so long been common in British gardens, where it is considered a kind of Jonquil, that its origin is lost ; the variety was, however, introduced from Italy, in 1794. Both are quite hardy, and will grow in any common garden soil. Description, &c. -The species, which is often confounded with the Poet's Narcisse, never seeds in our gardens, the anthers containing no pollen, and the ovaries no ovules. Its origin is not known, but as it can be traced in British gardens for more than three centuries, if a hybrid, it was probably raised accidentally. It is, of course, always propagated by offsets. The three-flowered French variety, on the contrary, seeds freely. Both kinds are quite hardy, and will grow freely in any soil or situation. It is often found wild both in England and Ireland ; but always in situations which prove that it is not a true native. It is easily distinguished from the Poet's Narcissus, to which it is nearly allied, by the flower-scape generally bearing two and frequently three flowers, and by the rim of the cup being white, while that of the Poet's Narcissus is of a dark red or purple. This
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OF ORNAMENTAL BULBOUS PLANTS. I77 species also possesses, to a greater degree than any other, the peculiar fragrance which has given the name to the genus ; as Narcissus is derived from a Greek word, signifying Stupor, and the scent from these flowers in a close room, has been found to produce headache and giddiness. N. p. stellaris, IV. Herb.; N. stellaris, Haiv.; Swt. Brit. Flow. Card. 2nd ser. 132 . Segments of the limb narrow, and distinct at the base ; less ornamental than the other species. Description, &c. -All the species and varieties of the Poet's Narcissus, are easily known from all the other kinds of Narcissus, by the deep purple ring in the centre of the colour round the margin of the cup. This is the species into which Ovid tells us Narcissus was transformed ; though it appears that the vain youth took his name from the flower, instead of giving it; as the Narcissus is mentioned, by Theophrastus, as common in Greece, and as used in medicine to procure ease from pain. The Poet's Narcissus is found wild both in Greece and Italy ; and on this account, it is supposed to be the species alluded to, by both Greek and Roman writers. It has been already observed, that all the kinds of Narcissi should be grown in deep rich loam ; but this kind of soil is even more necessary to the Poet's Narcissus, than to any other species ; as, when in very poor, or very dry soil, the flowers will not only be small, but tliey are liable to be attacked by a very remarkable disease, which is described by Mr. Haworth in Sweet's British Flower Garden, under Narcissus recurvus. It is well known that the flower of the Narcissus, when in the bud, is not folded up in a green calyx like some other plants, but in a brown withered-looking membrane, called a spathe, which bursts open when the flowers expand. Now the flowers attacked by this disease, instead of opening, appear to be imprisoned in the spathe, in which, when about half-grown, they wither and die ; while the unopened spathe appears distended with gas, engendered by the decaying flower. If the spathe, when in this inflated state, be pressed between the thumb and finger, it will give out the imprisoned gas, " discovering the discoloured and only partially developed flower, as if it had been scalded by the heat of the sun's rays. This distemper the gardeners have a name for, and say such flowers are blind." The cause of this disease does not appear to be exactly understood, and no cure for it has been yet devised ; but it is well ascertained that it never occurs either in moist soils or in moist seasons. I think it is Keats who says of the Narcissus, alluding to its flourishing most near water -What first inspired the bard of old to sing. Narcissus pining o'er the untainted spring ? 'Twas in some lovely ramble he had found A glassy pool with boughs all woven round ; And on its bank a lonely flower he spied. Bazelman minor. Limb white ; cup yellow, edged with orange, very wide. N. t. 8 floribunda ; Hermione grandiflora, Haw. This is the kind called in the catalogues Grand Monarque, or the Nosegay Narcissus. Besides these and other botanical varieties, there area great number of what are called garden varieties, which have been raised by florists from seed, and named by them after celebrated persons, &c. Description, &c. -The Polyanthus Narcissus is a well-known flower, which is deservedly a favourite, from the ease with wliich it may be grown in pots, or flowered in water-glasses like the hyacinth. The best bulbs are imported from Holland, where two or three hundred kinds are grown and named. All the kinds are, however, easily distinguished by their numerous flowers and entire cup ; and they are all delightfully fragrant. The word tazzetta signifies a small deep vessel, like a tea-cup. When flowered in glasses, they will require the same treatment as hyacinths, except that the water need not be changed so often ; but when planted in the open ground, it should be in a sheltered situation, (as the flower is
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OP ORNAMENTAL BULBOUS PLANTS. 179 apt to be broken by high winds), and in a rich loamy soil. The bulbs should be put into the ground in September, and they flower best when part of an old hotbed is spread over them in October, and slightly forked in. If the situation is cold, they may be covered with dead leaves during winter, but this is seldom necessary. They should not be taken up oftener than every third year, and tliey are better when not disturbed even then, unless it should be found that they flower weakly from having too many offsets.
